EQUVLITY AND KNOWLEDGE

ness as the basis of a liberated action in the world
Whcne\ei it speaks of knowledge, it turns at once to
speak of equalit) which is its result; whenever it
speaks of equality, it turns to speak too of the
knowledge which is its basis. The equality it enjoins
does not begin and end in a static condition of the
soul useful only for self-liberation; it is always a basis of
^\orks. The peace of the Brahman in the liberated soul
is the foundation; the large, free, equal, world-wide
action of the Lord in the liberated nature radiates the
power which proceeds from that peace; these two
made one synthesise divine works and God-knowledge

We see at once what a profound extension we get
here for the ideas which otherwise the Gita has in
common with other systems of philosophic, ethical or
religious living. Endurance, philosophic indifference,
resignation are, we have said, the foundation of three
kinds ol equalit): but the Gita's truth of knowledge
not only gathers them all up together, but gives them
an infinitely profound, a magnificently ample signi-
ficance. The Stoic knowledge is that of the soul's
power of self-mastery by fortitude, an equality attained
by a struggle with one's nature, maintained by a
constant vigilance and control against its natural
rebellions: it gives a noble peace, an austere happiness,
but not the supreme joy of the liberated self living not
bv a rule, but in the pure, easy, spontaneous perfection
of its divine being, so that "however it may act and
live. it acts and lives in the Divine", because here
perfection is not only attained but possessed in its own
right and has no longer to be maintained by effort, for
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